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To all faculty, staff, and students:

Last month the Presidential Search Committee recommended that Professor John Kao be
appointed as the new president of our university. The appointment was approved by the
Ministry of Education yesterday. The new president was originally scheduled to take
office on February 1 of next year. However, Professor Kao has requested to postpone his
inauguration until May 1. As such, his tenure will be from May 1, 2022 to April 30, 2026.

The main reason for this postponement is that Professor Kao needs some additional time
to complete the handover of his current work, to prepare for his family’s return to Taiwan,
and to arrange his children's education. In addition, it is difficult to book rooms in
quarantine hotels during the Spring Festival in February. The university will hold
discussions to appoint an Interim President for these three months as soon as possible.

After the announcement of the selection of the new president, Professor Kao and President
Hocheng have regularly discussed issues related to the handover, including the
university’s organization, student and faculty recruitment, and the future development of



the hospital, the Department of Medicine, and the College of Semiconductor Research.

In the past, there have been cases of postponement of presidential tenure, particularly
when the new president was recruited from overseas. President Chung Laung Liu, the
former President of National Tsing Hua University, President Kung-Yee Liang, the former
President of National Yang Ming University, and President Mau-Chung Chang, the former
President of National Chiao Tung University, are just a few examples.

Sincerely,

Office of Secretariat

National Tsing Hua University
2021. 12. 24.
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